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An Update on the Christian Student Center at the University of Tennessee,  

written by Campus Minister, Tyler Ellis 

If you’re like most people, you’re probably curious about what a Campus Minister does during the summer 
months.  Since this is a question I’ve been asked every summer for the last twelve years, I’ve made it a  
habit to write an article on the topic, providing a list of projects and responsibilities that keep me busy. 
 

Meetings: It wouldn’t be ministry without meetings, right?  There are quarterly meetings with Laurel  
elders; weekly meetings with Laurel staff; bi-weekly meetings with my Administrative Assistant, Joyce   
Troxler; monthly meetings with the Endowment board; and random breakfast/lunch meetings with people 
like Mark Smith and Dave Keim. I also do conference calls with two other boards I reside on, planning      
upcoming conferences.    

 
Ministry: While most college students are not in town for the summer, there are still about a dozen CSC 
students in Knoxville for classes and/or work.  In addition to playing sand volleyball every Thursday night, 
we’re looking forward to a BBQ at the Fuller’s place on June 26th.  I also have a few one-on-one Bible     
studies.  Since there is more flexibility in my evening schedule, Jennifer and I have also been volunteering 
with Laurel’s Wednesday night FreindSpeak program. I recommend it! 

 
Fall Preparation: Having finished writing the Spring Newsletter that will be sent out to Laurel mem-
bers in the next week or two, it’s been exciting to begin making plans for next school year.  This summer I’ll 
be working on the master calendar; planning the fall retreat; outlining curriculum; updating the website; 
designing flyers and posters; lining up guest speakers; and forming the rest of the Student Leadership Team.  

 

Campus for Christ Conference: This time around, the annual conference for Campus Ministry is at 
Lipscomb University, July 28-31. Not only do I get to host the pre-conference Disc-Golf Tournament, but 
Jennifer and I were invited to co-teach a class entitled, How to Fight for Your Family. Everyone is invited, 
so check out www.CampusForChrist.net to learn more and register!   



Fundraising: Sundays are beginning to fill up as Joyce makes arrangements for me to visit churches. 
This includes touching base with congregations who already support the CSC; as well as reaching out to new 
congregations to form new partnerships.  Aside from addressing our annual budget, the Endowment board 
has been hard at work making plans to reach our million dollar goal.  Unrelated to this, some of us are 
meeting on the side to plan a Homecoming Reunion for 11/5, so stay tuned all you alumni! 

 
Incoming Freshmen: It’s been encouraging how many incoming students I’ve been able to connect 
with already.  Some, I’ve taken to lunch; others, I’ve given a tour of the CSC along with their families. It 
was especially fun providing breakfast for 160 teens and Youth Ministers last week at Laurel’s Work Camp, 
and telling them about the CSC. Soon, we’ll receive a list from UT of all students affiliated with Churches of 
Christ, and I’ll send them a welcome letter.     

 
Facility Upgrades: Shout out to Jonathan Thomas for hosting a successful Work Camp and for making 
the CSC one of his many projects. We appreciated the crew that came to rip out carpet and drywall in one 
of the rooms downstairs that experienced some water damage and mold. Aside from that project, we’ve 
scheduled a Work Day on 8/16 at 9:30AM, to tackle some deep cleaning needs, so please plan to come out.  
We also have a running Wish List of items we hope to acquire before the semester begins, such as: a flat 
screen monitor, some outdoor lights, new carpet for the annex, and blinds for the apartment. Let us know if 
you’d like to make a donation!  

 

Welcoming New Staff: Last but not least, I’m thrilled to announce the hiring of a new intern 
(Associate Campus Minister), Josh Zito.  He and his wife, Laura, were students of mine nearly a decade ago, 
at Northern Arizona University. I’ll include an article and video about them in the near future. If you’d like 
to help Josh and his dad unload the moving truck, meet us at the CSC on June 26th at around 3PM.  Laura 
will arrive with their newborn baby, Rosie, a couple days later. Please keep them in your prayers.  

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS  
 
6/26  CSC BBQ + Josh Zito’s move-in day 
7/28-31 Campus For Christ conference at Lipscomb University 
8/6  CSC Work Day @ 9:30AM 
8/14  Orange Sunday at Laurel + CSC Open House 
8/16  Sno-Cones at the CSC @ 1-3PM + Kick-Off Party @ 8PM 
8/17  UT classes begin; free lunch at the CSC @ 11AM—1PM + Prayer Session (tba) 
8/18  Encounter at the CSC @ 7PM 
8/19  Look Rock Devotional + Student Engagement Fair 
8/20  Day at the Lake with Hardin Valley Church of Christ (tentative) 
8/21  Tyler Ellis preaches at Laurel + Freshmen Dinner at the Ellis’s home 
8/22  Adopt-A-Student Dinner, 6:30PM at Laurel 
8/23  iWitness (weekly evangelism course; Laurel members invited), 6:30-8PM at Laurel 
8/24  FriendSpeak orientation dinner at Laurel (tentative) 
8/25  Dr. Joe Johnson speaks at Encounter at the CSC 
8/26-28 Fall Retreat 


